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You see the card in the illusionist’s hand, but seconds later you open your own hand to find that you’re 

holding…that same card. How in the world?

You watch as the illusionist cuffs and padlocks his assistant into an impenetrable wooden box, but 

moments later she appears from behind a curtain and unlocks the box to reveal…the illusionist. 

Unbelievable!

You respond to the illusionist’s request for any number between 10 and 100 by saying “54.” Without 

writing—or blinking, for that matter—he flips a notepad around to reveal the number…54. You shake 

your head. It just doesn’t make sense.

Or does it?

“What if everything you’ve based your life on to this point has been a clever illusion?” the illusionist asks. 

“How deep is the deception all around us, and how much of it do we accept without even questioning?”

His name is Harris, III (Harris the Third), and since receiving a magic set from his grandmother at the age 

of 9, he has been fascinated with magic, illusion and how easily the senses are deceived. At age 11 he 

gave his first public performances. Today, at the age of 26, he is a classicly trained, award-winning, 

master illusionist, and an expert in the art of deception. He has performed before 1 million people in 

more than twelve nations on five continents. Harris’ performances not only amaze his audiences, but 

also awaken them to the lure of deception, the power of the senses, and the secret of living life based on 

deeper realities.

More than an entertainer, more than a speaker, Harris is an artist. But what is an artist? When we hear 

that word, most people usually think of someone along the lines of a painter, sculptor, musician, etc. 

"Illusionist is far from the first thing on your mind, if you were to include it at all.

In the 1920's, magic was truly considered an art form. Harry Blackstone, Harry Houdini, Howard 

Thurston, and others graced the stages of theatres around the world. People everywhere fell in love with 

the art of magic, and illusionists were admired for their skill and artistic abilities.

In the decades that followed, magic was reduced over time to nothing more than simple "tricks." Few 

performers were considered artists, and the majority were simply "tricksters." Anyone could go to any 

magic shop, spend a few bucks on a cheap "trick," and be fooling their friends the next day.
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For Harris, magic consists of so much more than simple tricks. To him, it's about creating works of 

aesthetic value that create a sense of wonder. "It's not about fooling the audience and making them feel 

stupid," says Harris. "Yet magicians across America have taken on the attitude of "look what I can do 

that you can't." Harris goes on to quote Teller -- (of the famous due Penn & Teller) -- "Magic: The 

theatrical linking of a cause with an effect that has no basis in physical reality, but that -- in our hearts -- 

ought to."

Put simply, Harris is elevating the art of illusion to it's original place in the performing arts. You can forget 

what you know about typical illusionists—no cheesy tuxedos or cheap, colorful tubes and boxes. It is 

not just about what audiences see, but about what they experience. And better yet, what they feel. This 

is magic at its best, and truly, a creative work of art.

In fact, it is so much so that Harris is continually recognized by his peers on an international level. He 

has won numerous awards from the International Brotherhood of Magicians for his stage performance 

and skills in the art of magic, and is consistently 

recognized by The Fellowship of Christian Magicians for his outstanding example of excellence and 

professionalism. In an unprecedented show of respect for such a young performer, Harris is one of the 

few performers to ever be featured on the cover of the FCM’s international trade magazine twice within 

the same decade, and is regularly asked to both perform and lecture at their regional, national, and 

international conventions.

While Harris has earned respect as an artist to many, ultimately, he’s a equally a communicator. Whether 

telling a story, speaking from his heart, or performing magic, his ultimate goal is to inspire and challenge 

people, initiating change and transformation. How does he do it?

Harris says, "It's not always about revealing truth, but helping people challenge their assumptions, and 

ask deep questions about what life is really all about. The journey is as important as the discovery. I love 

when people discover truth that radically changes their lives, but as long as people leave our shows 

talking about not just what they saw, but what they heard and feel challenged to process, I am perfectly 

fulfilled."

So according to Harris, it is the asking of right questions that lead to the discovery of truth. But as 

passionate as he is about truth, there are some questions he just won't answer. How does he 

accomplish his unbelievable feats of legerdemain? I guess some illusions will always remain a mystery.

But if you see Harris' assistant magically appear out of a padlocked box, or if you’re holding a different 

card than the one he handed you, or if he guesses the number in your head without a moment’s 

hesitation…rest assured: It’s all just clever illusion.

Or is it?

For more information about Harris, visit www.HarrisIII.com.
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